
40 | DECEMBER 3, 2012 THN.mobi

The Williamsport Outlaws have pro 
hockey’s strangest rink. Lacking a 
proper arena, the FHL squad plays 
outside…in a baseball stadium 

FEDERAL LEAGUE TEAMS, like their 
players, never know where or if they 
will be next season. In three years, the 
league has had four expansion teams, 
four go out of business and three re-
locate. Those who do stick around the 

lower rungs of the hockey world might play in 
some unlikely locations – the Southern Profes-
sional League features teams in such hockey 
hotspots as Knoxville, Tenn., and Biloxi, Miss. 
But as far as unconventional places to play 
go, you won’t find many pro teams playing in 
weirder places than the Williamsport Outlaws.

Despite a championship last year in their 
debut FHL season, the New Jersey Outlaws 
found themselves uprooted and transported 
to Williamsport, Pa. The problem: Williams-
port is not currently home to a suitable hockey 
arena. And so, on Oct. 24 against the Dayton 
Demonz, the Outlaws launched a season that 
will see them play their entire home schedule 
outdoors. Bowman Field, home of baseball’s 
Williamsport Crosscutters, has replaced line 
drives with line changes. 

Though it seems like a marketing gimmick, 
it was actually the result of financial necessity 
according to FHL commissioner Don Kirnan. 
“They were drawing as well as they could in 
their building (in Wayne, N.J.), but it was too 
small for them,” he says. “They had to get into 
a venue with more seating.”

Enter the city of Williamsport, which had 
a civic arena with sufficient capacity. Trouble 
was, it wouldn’t have ice ready in time for the 
season. The team was intent on moving to the 
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city, so it settled on Bowman Field as a 
venue. It also happens to be the birth-
place of Little League Baseball, whose 
World Series is still held annually in 
neighboring South Williamsport. So far, 
the city has welcomed the Outlaws, sell-
ing out its first home game. While team 
captain Trevor Karasiewicz admits there 
was some trepidation on the part of the 
players, the venue has since grown on 
them. “When I first heard about it, I was 

like, ‘What the f---?’ ” he says. “I was the 
most skeptical guy in the world. When I 
first pulled up, it was awesome. I was out-
side at 9:30 in the morning with the sun 
shining. It was pretty cool.”

Roofless rinks can come with snafus. 
The 2003 Heritage Classic featured frigid 
temperatures, while the 2011 Winter 
Classic had the opposite problem, with 
a rink more closely resembling a swim-
ming pool. Coach Chris Firriolo maintains 
that whatever nature might throw at his 

team, the rink will be ready, citing its 
design by the company Rink Specialists, 
which built the rink used in Boston’s Fen-
way Park for the 2010 Winter Classic. The 
ice has already been put through its first 
major test, holding up well during the 
Outlaws’ 5-2 loss to Dayton in a game that 
saw temperatures reach T-shirt weather. 
“It’s a great facility,” Firriolo says. “Locker 
room facilities are great and sight lines 
are phenomenal. Ice conditions are pretty 

good, exceeding expectations. 
There’s a really cool atmo-
sphere right now.”

It’s a long way from the 
FHL to the Stanley Cup. Sev-
eral teams in the league act 
as feeders to the ECHL – the 
Outlaws are affiliated with 
the Elmira Jackals, who feed 
the Binghamton Senators, the 
American League affiliate of 
the Ottawa Senators – but an 

ECHL call-up is as good as gets for most 
FHLers, who get paid under a salary cap 
limiting teams to $5,000 weekly. So while 
it’s tempting to compare the Outlaws’ 
season to the NHL’s annual Winter Clas-
sic, it’s a big step from the 4,200-capacity 
arena to what would have been a crowd 
in excess of 100,000 in Michigan Jan. 1. 
But with that game cancelled, the Out-
laws are fans’ best bet for high-caliber 
pond-style hockey and the team aims to 
take advantage of that. “It’s a novelty, for 

sure,” Firriolo says. “To play outside, not 
many people have the experience. When 
it’s a packed house and it’s loud, the guys 
are really enjoying it.”  

Next year, the Outlaws hope to leave 
Bowman Field for a more conventional 
arena. Players will move to other teams 
and other leagues, if they can find jobs 
at all. But for now, the journeymen get 
to play. They aren’t paid much, but it’s 
enough to keep a roof over their heads 
when they’re off duty. When game time 
arrives, the roof doesn’t matter. For this 
season at least, the Outlaws have a place 
to call home ice. 

 


